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‘A call to action ... it bursts with ideas’ Economicsfor a Crowded Planet before
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are scrambling for ever-scarcer energy and
resources. How can we make sure theres
enough to go round? We are stuck in a battle
of competing ideologies, yet none address
the real challenges we face. All are solvable. ﬁ
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Description : Description du produitFrom one of the world's greatest economic minds, author of The New
Y ork Times bestseller The End of Poverty, a clear and vivid map of the road to sustainable and equitable
global prosperity and an augury of the global economic collapse that lies ahead if we don't follow it The

global economic system now faces a sustainability crisis, Jeffrey Sachs argues, one that will overturn many

of our basic assumptions about economic life. The changes will be deeper than arebalancing of economics
and politics among different parts of the world; the very idea of competing nation-states scrambling for
power, resources, and markets will in some crucial respects become pass. The only question is how bad it
will have to get before we face the unavoidable. We will have to learn on aglobal scale some of the hard
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lessons that successful societies have gradually and grudgingly learned within national borders: that there
must be common ground between rich and poor, among competing ethnic groups, and between society and
nature. The central theme of Jeffrey Sachs's new book is that we need a new economic paradigm-global,
inclusive, cooperative, environmentally aware, science-based-because we are running up against the realities
of acrowded planet. The aternative is aworldwide economic collapse of unprecedented severity. Prosperity
will have to be sustained through more cooperative processes, relying as much on public policy as on market
forces to spread technology, address the needs of the poor, and to husband threatened resources of water, air,
energy, land, and biodiversity. The "soft issues' of the environment, public health, and population will
become the hard issues of geopolitics. New forms of global politics will in important ways replace capital-
city-dominated national diplomacy and intrigue. National governments, even the U.S., will become much
weaker actors as scientific networks and socially responsible investors and foundations become the more
powerful actors. If we do the right things, there is room for al on the planet. We can achieve the four key
goals of aglobal society: prosperity for all, the end of extreme poverty, stabilization of the global
population, and environmental sustainability. These are not utopian goals or pipedreams, yet they are far
from automatic. Indeed, we are not on a successful trgjectory now to achieve these goals. Common Wealth
points the way to the course correction we must embrace for the sake of our common future.

Prsentation de I'diteurThisis a book about how we should address the great, and interconnected, global
challenges of the twenty-first century. Our task, Sachs argues, is to achieve truly sustainable development,
by which he means finding a global course which enables the world to benefit from the spread of prosperity
while ensuring that we don't destroy the eco-systems which keep us alive and our place in nature which
helps sustain our values. How do we move forward together, benefitting from our increasing technol ogical
mastery, avoiding the terrible dangers of climate change, mass famines, violent conflicts, population
explosions in some parts of the world and collapses in others, and world-wide pandemic diseases? In
answering these gquestions, Sachs shows that there are different ways of managing the world's technology,
resources and politics from those currently being followed, and that it should be possible to adopt policies
which reflect long-term and co-operative thinking instead of, as currently, disregard for others and ever-
increasing barriers to solving the problems which we collectively face. It is a book which appeals equally to
both head and heart, and one which no globally thinking person can ignore.From Publishers Weeklyln this
sobering but optimistic manifesto, development economist Sachs (The End of Poverty) argues that the crises
facing humanity are dauntingbut solutions to them are readily at hand. Sachs focuses on four challenges for
the coming decades: heading off global warming and environmental destruction; stabilizing the world's
population; ending extreme poverty; and breaking the political logjams that hinder global cooperation on
these issues. The author analyses economic data, demographic trends and climate science to create alucid,
accessible and suitably grim exposition of looming problems, but his forte is elaborating concrete,
pragmatic, low-cost remedies complete with benchmarks and budgets. Sachs's entire agenda would cost less
than 3% of the world's annual income, and he notes that a mere two days worth of Pentagon spending would
fund a comprehensive antimalaria program for Africa, saving countless lives. Forthright government action
isthe key to avoiding catastrophe, the author contends, not the unilateral, militarized approach to
international problemsthat he claimsis pursued by the Bush administration. Combining trenchant analysis
with aresounding call to arms, Sachs's book is an important contribution to the debate over the world's
future. (Mar.) Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights
reserved.AudiofileSachs is an economist who sees overpopulation as the heart of the planet's problems. To
solve those problems will require global cooperation. Nations must understand the need to go beyond
parochial differences to avoid the destruction of our species. Malcolm Hillgartner is solid as narrator. He
treats the material serioudly, in the manner of a documentary narrator, but without the basso profundo voice
that could quickly devolve into caricature. He varies his tone enough to keep the book interesting but not so
much that it becomes distracting. The complexity of the book requires concentration on the part of the
listener, so it's not for casual listening--but its message is worth the effort. R.C.G. AudioFile 2008, Portland,
Maine-- Copyright AudioFile, Portland, Maine



